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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount

-433- .\
Rodent Proofing

EXFEEIENCE WOU CAN TERST

www.honestrodentproofing.com
Servicing the Bay Area to Sacramento

925-377-0977
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Integrity

Frank Woodward

Knowledge

Thinking of Downsizing?
Many long-term residents dream of moving to a smaller or single level

home while eliminating a mortgage and keeping their property taxes low.

I’ve assisted many Lamorindans with that and can ably guide you
through the process. Call me today if you would like to utilize
my 20+ years of local success to achieve your real estate dreams.

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Orinda School Board asks legislature for grant to preserve and
protect nature area

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda Union School Dis-
trict board of trustees voted at
its April 19 special meeting to
ask Assemblymember Rebecca
Bauer-Kahan to seek funding
from the governor’s office to be
allocated from the state’s 2022-
23 budget for the express pur-
pose of preserving and protect-
ing the Wagner Ranch Nature
Area. The matter was brought to
the board by OUSD Superinten-

dent Aida Glimme. The exact
amount to be asked for has yet
to be determined, but would be
in the region of $5 million or
more.

The Wagner Ranch Nature
Area, as it is currently known,
covers an area of approximately
19 acres adjacent to Wagner
Ranch Elementary School, but it
is considered to be a sixth OUSD
campus, where students from
all of the other elementary
schools in the district receive
outdoor education. Fully

owned by OUSD, the area fea-
tures meadows, forest, ponds
and streams and is a is certified
as a Schoolyard Habitat by the
National Wildlife Federation.
The area is bordered on one
side by the San Pablo Creek,
home to thousands of native
plants and animals.
Throughout the year, OUSD
students take part in field trips
and hands-on experiential edu-
cational opportunities in the
nature area, including summer
camps. The district is looking

toward expanding opportunities
to avail of the nature area to
middle school students and to
students from other districts.

District staff was informed
of the opportunity to submit a
request for funding and protec-
tion of the nature area. State
funds may only be used for such
projects, and may not be used to
improve school facilities, to se-
cure services for students, (such
as mental health support), or for
staff salaries.

The proposed request

would be to protect an area of
roughly 15 acres and to desig-
nate that area as open space. In
exchange for the funds, the des-
ignated portion of the Wagner
Ranch Nature Area would be
permanently preserved as pro-
tected, deed-restricted open
space lands and would not be
subject to potential future con-
struction or development by
OUSD or others.
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At Housing Element review, city council agrees to not
recommend housing at St. Stephen’s

By Sora O'Doherty

The Orinda City Council heard a
detailed review of the draft
Housing Element for the sixth
cycle, and, in response to nu-
merous public comments, agreed
to not recommend housing be
built on the site of the St.
Stephen’s church parking lot.
Although the church had been
willing to consider 30 housing
units on its property, local resi-
dents in the area strongly ob-
jected. In response to public
opinion, the church made it clear
that it would not proceed with

building housing on its parking
lot. The city received over 100
emails on the proposed draft,
one of which was signed by
hundreds of local residents. Ted
Urban wrote to urge the city to
include the site on the grounds
that it has relatively easy access
to Highway 24 and is located
next to a fire station.

The discussion of the draft
included a presentation by
Placeworks consultants Jennifer
Gastelum and Cynthia Walsh.
Orinda Planning Director Drum-
mond Buckley and City Manager
David Biggs were also available
for questions. The Housing Ele-

ment is an extremely complex
process, dictated by state law,
and the discussion continued
over hours.

Placeworks went through
the existing fifth cycle Housing
Element, under which Orinda
was only obligated to provide for
the addition of 227 housing units
and succeeded in having 346
building permits issued. How-
ever, none of those permits were
for very-low or low-income
units. The fifth Housing Element
covered the period from 2015 to
2023. The sixth cycle covers the
period of 2023 to 2031.

For the sixth Housing Ele-

ment, Orinda has received a re-
gional housing needs assessment
(RHNA) number of 1,359, a more
than 500% increase. Adding a
25% buffer, the number of hous-
ing units Orinda is required to
provide for is 1,506, and Place-
works has succeeded in identify-
ing 1,806 potential sites, of which
982 are designated for very-low
to low-income housing. The city
is not required to actually build
any housing units, but must
make reasonable provisions to
allow such units to be built.

One of the issues that at-
tracted a great deal of public in-
terest and comment is the possi-

bility of rezoning the BART
parking lots for housing, which
could, theoretically, provide
enough housing to meet Orinda’s
RHNA for the sixth cycle. This
approach was promoted by local
resident Nick Waranoff and sup-
ported by other commenters.
The problem with this approach,
identified by Placeworks, is that
the BART parking lot may not
realistically be available for
home building in a timeframe
within the sixth cycle that will be
acceptable to the California De-
partment of Housing and Com-
munity Development (HCD).
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Enchanting 4br/3ba gem in Happy Valley with top-of-the-line finishes.

T ' Soraya Golesorkhi 925.808.8390
! sg@soraya4homes.com | CalRE #01771736

LAFAYETTE | $1,295,000
Mid-century modern retreat with 3 bedrooms and 2 baths in idyllic location.
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Contact your Coldwell Banker Realty agen‘f today.

Vlatka Bathgate 925.597.1573
vlatka@bestlamorindahomes.com | CalRE #01390784

*Based on Coldwell Bankér Realty property spotlight marketing plan usage data from July 1, 2018 through December 31, 2.021 with an average sales price of properties marketed thro

Concierge of $603,666. Results are not. guaranteed:

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

- w

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906
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